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CUSMA, THE LARGEST TRADE AGREEMENT IN THE WORLD 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

 
Introduction 

The required six-year review of CUSMA, the Canada, United States and Mexico (Free Trade) 

Agreement, the largest trade agreement in the world, was supposed to begin on 1 July 2026. 

The countries missed the deadline, but it is not the end of CUSMA. The sixteen-year 

agreement continues until 2036 and can be renewed after that. However, any country can 

withdraw with six months’ notice. It seems that Trump prefers to continue his 'sabre rattling' 

through bilateral agreements with Canada and Mexico on his conditions for trade.  

In advance of the proposed 1 July review deadline, non-government organisations (NGOs) 

from all three countries – Mexico, USA and Canada - issued a joint statement to their 

respective Trade Ministers, urging a fundamental rebalancing of North American trade 

cooperation, centred on the needs of working people of the three nations, not the narrow 

interests of corporate elites. ‘For far too long, North American trade rules have advanced a 

corporate agenda while neglecting workers and rural communities, and efforts to act on 

pressing issues such as environmental crises and gun violence.’  

NGO’s Joint Statement 

During the initial negotiations of CUSMA’s predecessor, the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) more than 30 years ago, civil society across our three countries 

mobilized in opposition to its corporate-dominated rules. In the decades since, we have stood 

united in pressing for a realignment of North American trade priorities. This trinational 

solidarity is grounded in the shared conviction that trade policy must be accountable to the 

people, with democratic mandates taking precedence over corporate demands. 

This CUSMA review is now taking place amidst the troubling backdrop of trade policy being 

weaponized on behalf of corporate elites, as an instrument of coercion, often paired with 

harmful rhetoric that blames immigrants and neighbouring countries for social and economic 

challenges, which are, in fact, rooted in corporate-driven policy. Such tactics distract from the 

urgent task of building a trading system that benefits working people. 

The three countries should be able to employ trade policy to support good-paying jobs and to 

promote a more just and sustainable global economy. They should not yield to bully 

countries, nor make concessions to Big Tech, Big Pharma, Big Finance, Big Ag, and other 
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corporate interests. We, therefore, call on our governments to undertake the review of the 

CUSMA in a spirit that unites, rather than divides, our region. They must take decisive action 

to: 

Strengthen rural communities 

The interests of agribusiness continue to reap huge profits under CUSMA, while family 

farmers and working people in rural communities struggle to make ends meet. Consumer 

food prices are higher than ever, while the prices paid to farmers in all three countries are 

often below their production costs. A revised agreement must safeguard governments’ rights 

to manage agricultural supplies at fair prices (especially corn, beans and dairy).  It must also 

protect farmers’ ability to save and exchange seed. The agreement we are calling for has 

policies that discourage overproduction, as well as, threats to biodiversity and public health. 

It should increase transparency, including labelling measures on how and where food is 

produced. 

Take seriously the environmental crisis, and the rights of Afro descendant and 

Indigenous peoples 

The worsening climate crisis and other forms of environmental degradation, ignored by 

CUSMA to date, must be addressed head-on. CUSMA’s existing environmental standards 

must be expanded and backed by swift and certain enforcement mechanisms. 

Corporations and governments must not be enabled to extract resources from Afro-

descendant and/or Indigenous territories. Existing unacceptable measures in CUSMA on 

climate, the environment, the public, especially the agreement’s remaining investor-state 

dispute settlement (ISDS) clauses (Annex 14-D between Mexico and the United States) must 

be eliminated. 

Remove giveaways to Big Tech 

Language added to CUSMA, which was worse than that found in the original NAFTA, 

included so-called ‘digital trade’ provisions that help Big Tech avoid both regulatory scrutiny 

and taxes, in many cases. The CUSMA digital trade chapter undermines our ability to protect 

personal privacy and data security, to oversee AI-based products and services, to preserve the 

right to repair (e.g. of farm equipment), and to enact anti-monopoly policies. These harmful 

provisions must be removed. 

Tackle gun violence 

CUSMA contains a new chapter on arms that contains provisions to better control and trace 

firearms and ammunition traded within North America. 

The above-mentioned needs are starting places for creating fairer North American trade rules 

that ensure people in our countries are treated with dignity and have greater economic 

opportunities. We urge you, our trade ministers, to seize this opportunity to move toward a 

people-driven vision of trade cooperation that strengthens democracy and fosters shared 

prosperity across the region.  

  

Source: Trinational Civil Society Statement on the upcoming CUSMA Review, last modified 8 

April 2026. Condensed and edited by Mary Boyd. 



International Grail publication Vol. 16 – 4, July 2026 3 

ENERGY VAMPIRES: THE AI DATA CENTRES  

DRAINING AUSTRALIA 

A report from Greenpeace Australia Pacific and independent expert, Ketan Joshi, reveals how 

the frenzied rollout of AI data centres in Australia is set to derail the renewable energy 

transition, entrench gas and turbocharge climate pollution, prompting calls for an urgent 

moratorium on data centre approvals until appropriate guardrails are in place.  

“Australia is in the midst of a feverish data centre boom. Billions of dollars are pouring into a 

massive pipeline of proposed new data centres, of unprecedented size, being built at 

incredible speed in our suburbs. Regulators are sounding the alarm over the dizzying scale of 

energy and water needed to feed these hungry facilities, and we have begun to hear the 

frustrated outcry of communities in suburban Sydney and Melbourne where mega data 

centres are being constructed,” says Joe Rafalowicz, Head of Climate and Energy at 

Greenpeace Australia Pacific. “Australia is completely unprepared for the magnitude of 

impacts of the AI-driven data centre frenzy.” 

The report, Energy Vampires: the AI data centres draining Australia, reveals Australia is set 

to follow a US path of emissions blowout and rising community opposition.  

“The reckless data centre buildout is heaping massive new load onto the grid. Currently data 

centres increase coal and gas output and delay shutdowns,” says author Ketan Joshi. Some of 

the largest data centres planned for Australia consume as much energy as Adelaide. The 

report exposes the links between the data centre lobby and the gas industry, who are using 

data centre growth to justify extracting more gas.  

Rafalowicz says that the money behind the locally-branded data centre companies is coming 

from corporations such as Microsoft, Amazon, Google, xAI and Meta. Once celebrated for 

leading in climate action, their recent sustainability reports excuse soaring emissions due to 

the supposed urgency of the AI boom. 

“We should all be concerned by the extreme lack of scrutiny being applied to the companies 

leading the data centre charge in Australia and their proposals. Without strong, legislated 

standards, we risk replicating the disastrous US pattern, where Big Tech corporations have 

carte blanche to drain energy and water, and build new, polluting gas and diesel-powered 

plants to fuel their operations. 

 

Key findings:  

• Data centres are already failing to cover their own demand with additional renewable 

energy, and resisting calls to mandate that they do. 

• At its peak, Australia’s biggest proposed data centre, the 1GW Mamre Road Data 

Centre Campus in Western Sydney, will generate annual emissions equivalent to 

560,000 petrol cars, or all domestic flights within NSW in 2023. 

• There are early signs of a data centre-fuelled gas boom in Australia, which will come 

with massive, nationally significant climate costs. For example, the Tamboran 

proposal for the Northern Territory would effectively double the state’s emissions. In 

NSW Cloud Carrier’s proposed gas-fired data centre in NSW would wipe out the 

state’s entire projected 2028 emissions cuts. 
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• Even if only 1 in 4 new Australian data centres were powered by new on-site gas, it 

would result in 2.8x higher total emissions compared to using grid power. 

“We can choose a different path in Australia. A model of technology for the common good 

would mean a society where digital tools are built first to meet real social and ecological 

needs, not to deepen corporate power, control or profit. With strong guardrails, we can avoid 

replicating the age-old pattern of multinational corporations making huge profits at the 

expense of local communities and the environment,” Rafalowicz says.   

Greenpeace Australia Pacific is calling on the Federal Government to urgently implement a 

moratorium on the construction and approval of new data centres, until appropriate 

regulations and safeguards have been put in place to protect the climate and communities. 

“It is time our leaders stepped up and took seriously their role as custodians of our resources 

and protectors of our society and environment.” 

Source: ‘Energy Vampires: the AI data centres draining Australia’ Greenpeace Australia 

Pacific, 27 May 2026. Lead author Ketan Joshi, and independent climate, environment and 

sustainability expert, in collaboration with Joe Rafalowciz, Solaye Snider, Simon Bradshaw, 

Lucy Keller and Kate O’Callaghan from Greenpeace Australia Pacific. Condensed and 

edited by Rosamund Burton. 

There is an opportunity to make a submission to the government, regarding the 

regulation of data centres and their climate impacts.  If you would like to so, click here.  

______________________ 

Quotes from Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, on 

safeguarding the human person in the time of artificial intelligence,  

25 May 2026 

“Humanity, created by God in all its grandeur, is today facing a pivotal choice:  

either to construct a new Tower of Babel or to build the city in which  

God and humanity dwell together.” 

“Like the natural environment, the ‘digital ecosystem’ can be preserved or exploited, 

shared or monopolised. Solidarity demands that decisions regarding data, 

algorithms, platforms and artificial intelligence take into account not only the 

immediate benefit for a few, but also the impact on all peoples and on  

future generations.” 

“We must learn, then, how to exercise restraint in the use of AI and to protect  

our young people from the promise of the perfect machine, from that subtle 

temptation which renders human thought seemingly superfluous precisely  

when it is most needed.” 
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